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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 September 2006 . 
2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-finaL 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The prior art of Lobiondo (USPN 5,287,194 
A) discloses subject matter similar to that of amended claim 29. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the Inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim{s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the invent6r(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. The " determining in real-time the availabilitv of the 
at least one candidate printer"; " determining in real-time whether the user's print job can 
be completed in the expected print time"; and " a real-time countdown " as to when the 
print job can be completed by the selected printer are not clearly disclosed in the 
^ specification. Applicant is asked to show Examiner support for the claimed elements 
and in particular the underlined matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lobiondo (USPN 5,287,194 A). 

With respect to claim 29, Lobiondo discloses a printing method comprising: 
receiving via a network (network and communication link 20, col. 3, lines 23-27) a 
print command (desire to print (i.e., complete) a print job, col. 3, lines 51-56) and user 
parameters (print job criteria, col. 3, lines 51-56) that are to be used to select a printer 
(from plurality of printers 10, col. 3, lines 18-23), the print command and user 
parameters having been provided using a network browser (workstation 30, col. 3, lines 
32-36), the user parameters including a printer location parameter (location criteria, col. 
5, lines 34-37)) and an expected print time parameter (desired completion time, col. 5, 
line 29) that reflects the time in which a printer is expected to complete the user's print 
job; 

searching a plurality printers for a printer that satisfies the received user 
parameters (performed by scheduler 50, col. 3, lines 41-50); 

identifying at least one candidate printer that satisfies the received user 
parameters (col. 4, lines 50-54); 
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determining in real-time the availability of the at least one candidate printer (see 
col. 4, lines 22-29 which explains that conventional systems that use humans to 
manage printer scheduling cannot perform real-time scheduling as thoroughly as the 
invention of Lobiondo); 

determining in real-time whether the user's print job can be completed in the 
expected print time (see col. 4, lines 22-29 which explains that conventional systems 
that use humans to manage printer scheduling cannot perform real-time scheduling as 
thoroughly as the invention of Lobiondo); 

selecting a printer from the at least one candidate printer (col. 4, lines 50-54); 

and 

providing information as to the status of the selected printer (col. 4, lines 50-52) 
and a real-time countdown (see col. 4, lines 22-29 which explains that conventional 
systems that use humans to manage printer scheduling cannot perform real-time 
scheduling as thoroughly as the invention of Lobiondo) as to when the print job can be 
completed by the selected printer (col. 4, lines 30-34); 

determining if the user would like to use the selected printer (based on user 
entered criteria, coL 3, lines 56-63); and 

if the user would like to use the selected printer, forwarding the print command 
to the selected printer to enable the selected printer to print a document for the user 
(col. 4, lines 50-54). 

With respect to claim 30, Lobiondo discloses a method of claim 29, wherein the 
selected printer is the physically closest printer to the user (col. 2, lines 46-47). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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